
 

 

 

 

 
 

This is the handbook of insider 
tips on how to experience the 
real Brussels in just a few 
hours. We have added a few of 
our favourite things to do! 
 
 

Welcome to Brussels, where 
business, urban spirit, a 
cosmopolitan atmosphere, as 
well as cultural and leisure 
activities, blend into a 
harmonious whole. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Take your pick of thematic walks here and explore the city on 
your own or with a guide: Art Nouveau & Art Deco, Surrealism, 
Tintin, Comic Strip, the Beer Tour, or the Mixity Walk  

 

 
The options are legion whatever your interests: 
 

 For art lovers: the Magritte Museum, BOZAR and the 
Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium 

 For history buffs: the BELvue and Coudenberg 

 For Art Nouveau enthusiasts: 10 must-visit world-class 
Art Nouveau buildings 

 To fulfil specific passions: the Royal Museum for 
Central Africa (newly renovated!), the Centrale for 

contemporary art, the Musical Instruments Museum, 
the Museum of Natural Sciences, the Belgian Comic 
Strip Centre, Autoworld and The Temple of Human 
Passions 

 

 
Stay fit and zen. Take the air and stroll, jog, cycle or mediate in 
our parks (Bois de la Cambre, Sonian Forest, Parc du 
Cinquantenaire, Parc de Bruxelles and Parc de Laeken), in our 
our numerous public gardens or in our wide tree lined avenues: 

 visit.brussels selection 

 Brussels gardens apps 

 Run the city with the apps running city world or strava 
 Cycle with Villo or the electric bikes Jump (by Uber) 

 Sunday Yoga in the Park Cinquantenaire (May-Sept) 

 

 

Fries, beer and chocolate. Vive la différence! 

 Book at Brasserie Frites Atelier, Place Sainte Catherine 

 Stroll through the city eating Belgian chips with your 

fingers from a Brusselicious chip stand, or van! 
 Visit one of our numerous brewery, young initiatives are 

pioneering and innovating! 

 Combine chocolate shopping with tasting and 
workshop with the renowned Laurent Gerbaud 

 
 

 

https://visit.brussels/en/lists/walk
https://www.musee-magritte-museum.be/en
https://www.bozar.be/
https://www.fine-arts-museum.be/en
https://www.belvue.be/en
https://coudenberg.brussels/en
https://visit.brussels/en/article/10-must-visit-world-class-art-nouveau-buildings-in-brussels?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=be-en-destination&utm_content=link&fbclid=IwAR3UlkBbVPfnsXAl8gFrWGpaV55vh2rmyPC-o0zAe7iQUCTrezVfum_K2w0
https://visit.brussels/en/article/10-must-visit-world-class-art-nouveau-buildings-in-brussels?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=be-en-destination&utm_content=link&fbclid=IwAR3UlkBbVPfnsXAl8gFrWGpaV55vh2rmyPC-o0zAe7iQUCTrezVfum_K2w0
https://www.africamuseum.be/en
https://www.africamuseum.be/en
https://www.centrale.brussels/
http://www.mim.be/en
https://www.naturalsciences.be/
https://www.comicscenter.net/en/home
https://www.comicscenter.net/en/home
https://www.autoworld.be/onthaal
http://www.kmkg-mrah.be/temple-human-passions
http://www.kmkg-mrah.be/temple-human-passions
https://visit.brussels/en/lists/parks-in-brussels
https://www.brussels-gardens.be/
http://www.runnincity.world/
http://www.strava.com/
https://www.villo.be/home
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/brussels-all-news/55888/uber-launches-electric-bikes-in-brussels/
https://expatsinbrussels.be/en/ads/activities/yoga-in-the-park-cinquantenaire-1905
https://www.fritesatelier.com/en/
https://visit.brussels/en/article/chip-stands-brusselicious
https://visit.brussels/en/article/visit-a-brewery
http://www.chocolatsgerbaud.be/


 

 

 

 

 
HERE, YOU WILL 
APPRECIATE THE 
QUALITY OF LIFE, THE 
MANY CULTURAL 
POSSIBILITIES AND, 
NOT LEAST, THE 
GREAT FOOD 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Open 7/7 with bar, food and music (and sometimes dancing) 

 Les Guinguettes Barc (10.05-30.09, weather permitting) 
7 unique pop-up Guinguettes in the main parks 

 La Terrasse O² (17.05-20.07, covered in case of rain) 

 Bar Perché on the rooftop of the JAM hotel 

 Brewdog and craft beers 

 Coucou Brussels beach chairs in the sun 
 

Thursday afterwork partying (an essential ritual in Brussels!) 

 Boeremet (from mid-April) 
Foodtrucks, bars and Deejay's (outdoor but covered) 

 Là Haut rooftop  Viage Casino (from May to Sept) 
Luxurious décor in a garden with a view above Brussels 

 Square Place du Luxembourg  for yuppies and Eurocrats 
 

On certain days of the week 

 Pretentious Mondays at Cospaia  

 Châtelain 
market or The European Canteen 

 Food trucks and DJs Fridays Frunch (lunch, 17.05-30.08) 

 festive aperitif Jettestream 

 Culture and fun at Vaux-Hall Summer (w/e, 31.05-11.08) 

 
 

 La Fabrique en ville well-hidden corner of greenery 

 Well-hidden veranda of Pain Quotidien Sablon 

 Gourmet and majestic Brugmann 

 
 

 Best vegan restaurant of the world humus x hortense 

 Chalet Robinson in a wood, on an island 

 Dizzying Villa in the Sky 

 Try something original: Brussels' best prawn croquettes at 
Fernand Obb Delikatessen, la Quincaillerie or at Ma Folle 

 
 

 

 Wiels contemporary art centre (open until 09:00 p.m. on 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of the month) 

 Theatre and concerts for international travellers (some 
English programmes too): Théâtre National, Flagey, Bozar, 

Botanique, La Monnaie, or Sounds Jazz Club 

 
 

http://www.guinguettesbarc.be/
https://www.la-terrasse.be/
https://www.jamhotel.be/rooftop-bar-perche
http://brewdog.be/
http://www.coucou.brussels/
http://www.boeremet.be/
http://www.viage.be/
http://www.facebook.com/pretentiousmondays/
https://www.smarksthespots.com/chatelain-market-brussels/
https://www.smarksthespots.com/chatelain-market-brussels/
http://europeancanteen.be/
https://agenda.brussels/en/event/460099/frunch.html
https://www.facebook.com/JetteStream
http://www.vauxhallsummer.bruxelles.be/
http://www.lafabriqueresto.be/la-fabrique-en-ville/
https://www.lepainquotidien.com/be/en/locations/Sablon/Rue-des-Sablons-11
https://brugmann.com/
https://humushortense.be/
http://www.chaletrobinson.be/
https://www.lavillainthesky.be/
http://fernand-obb.be/
http://www.quincaillerie.be/
https://mafolledesoeur.be/en
https://mafolledesoeur.be/en
http://www.wiels.org/en/
http://www.theatrenational.be/
http://www.flagey.be/
http://www.bozar.be/
http://www.botanique.be/
https://www.lamonnaie.be/en
http://www.soundsjazzclub.be/index.php/en/


 

 

 

 

 

•  

 

(IN NO PARTICULAR 

ORDER) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tour&Taxis Summer Ed.

Restaurants, bars,  music

(27.06-29.09)

Sophie Whettnall-Etel Adnan

Contemporary exhibition

(04.04-04.08)

Flower Time, City  Hall

100,000 flowers

(14.08-18.08)

Hello Summer

Pop-ups in 4 districts

(25.07-25.08)

Designing the night

Nightlife heritage

(01.03-29.09)

Visit of the Palace Royal

A tradition in Brussels

(22.07-02.09)

Wim Delvoye

Art works exhibition

(22.03-21.07)

Intimate Audrey

The life of Audrey Hepburn 

( 01.05-25.08)

Carolus V Festival

Europe's Renaissance

(May-Sept)

Brussels Summer Festival

Quality & multi-cultural 

(14.08-18.08)

Brigittines Festival

Contemporary performances

(16-31.08) 

Tour de France

Official exhibition

(04.04-14.07)

https://www.tour-taxis.com/en/activities/events/tour-taxis-summer-edition-2019/
https://www.tour-taxis.com/en/activities/events/tour-taxis-summer-edition-2019/
https://www.centrale.brussels/en/expos/sophie-whettnall-etel-adnan/
https://www.centrale.brussels/en/expos/sophie-whettnall-etel-adnan/
http://www.flowertime.brussels/en
http://www.flowertime.brussels/en
https://www.hellosummer.be/
https://www.hellosummer.be/
http://adamuseum.be/en/designing-the-night/
http://adamuseum.be/en/designing-the-night/
https://www.monarchie.be/en/heritage/royal-palace-of-brussels
https://www.monarchie.be/en/heritage/royal-palace-of-brussels
https://www.fine-arts-museum.be/en/exhibitions/wim-delvoye
https://www.brussels.be/exhibition-intimate-audrey
http://intimateaudrey.org/index.php/en/
https://visit.brussels/en/lists/carolus-festival
https://visit.brussels/en/lists/carolus-festival
http://www.bsf.be/
http://www.bsf.be/
http://www.brigittines.be/en/festival-international/
http://www.brigittines.be/en/festival-international/
http://walloniebelgiquetourisme.be/fr-be/content/expo-100-ans-du-maillot-jaune-a-lespace-wallonie-de-bruxelles
https://www.brusselsgranddepart.com/letour/en/event/inaugural-weekend-100-days-until-the-tour-begins/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
We have asked insiders to share what they would like to do best if 
they only had a few hours of free time:  
 

I would walk along the Ixelles ponds, go to the market on place Flagey 
and meet some friends at the cafe-bar, in the art deco Flagey center.  

Marie Droeshaut, Chez Marie 

While enjoying the splendid view over the city from Mont des Arts.  

Lucile Canque, NH Collection Grand Sablon 

 
Where else but Brussels? 

 

 Cultural and festive activities finder, 
 

  

 24/48/72 hours passport to 
discovering Brussels  including access 
to 41 museums, numerous discounts, 
an information guide and 
transportation (optional) 

  

 Half-price tickets for performances 
and concerts for the same day 

 

 
 

Moving around in the city 

Bus, metro or tram                               Cab 

Shared taxis                                         Collective night taxi 

Bikes                                                     Scooters  
 

                                                                                 
 
Please visit the websites or contact the suggested places directly to make your 
reservations, to check opening days and times and to verify that all information is still valid. 

 
 

 
 

Relax and watch the world go by 
and take in the atmosphere in the 
warmth of 
cafés.  

 

 
 

Brussels has so many museums 
that you will spoiled for choice  
(See on page 1 of this handbook). 

 

 
 

Explore traditional arcades such 
as Galeries Royales Saint-
Hubert, Porte Louise or Galeries 

the shopping malls 
City 2, the Woluwé Shopping 
Centre, and Docks Bruxsel. 

 

 
 

Brussels has some truly great 
bookshops (with, sometimes, 
cafés): 

 Over 20 languages:  
Librebook 

 French, English & Flemish: 
Filigranes Arts-Loi 

 English:  
Cook & Book, Sterling books  

 Italian:  
La piola Libri 

 

 
 

https://visit.brussels/en/sites/brusselscard/listpage/brussels-card-museums
https://visit.brussels/site/en/sites/brusselscard/m_article/discounts
https://visit.brussels/site/binaries/content/assets/pdf/brussels_card_brochure_2019_web.pdf
http://www.stib-mivb.be/
http://www.e-cab.com/
https://splyt.com/
http://www.taxisverts.be/en/collecto/
http://en.villo.be/
https://www.li.me/
https://visit.brussels/en/category/bars-cafes
https://visit.brussels/en/category/bars-cafes
https://visit.brussels/en/category/museums-visits
https://visit.brussels/en/article/shopping-in-brussels
http://librebook.eu/en/
http://www.filigranes.be/fr/
http://www.cookandbook.be/
http://www.sterlingbooks.be/
http://piolalibri.be/
https://twitter.com/visitbrussels
https://www.linkedin.com/company/convention-bureau-visit-brussels/
https://agenda.brussels/en
https://arsene50.brussels/en
https://visit.brussels/en/sites/brusselscard
https://www.facebook.com/visitbrussels

